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Center for Nonprofit Strategy and Management (CNSM) 

 
The Center for Nonprofit Strategy and Management (CNSM) in the Marxe School of Public and 
International Affairs at Baruch College is a globally-recognized leader in analyzing the evolving role of 
nonprofit organizations in our society, politics, and the economy. 
 
Through community engagement, teaching, and research, it examines how nonprofit organizations 
intersect with government, business, philanthropy, and communities to help solve today’s most 
pressing policy issues. CNSM’s New York City location promotes active engagement with the nation’s 
most complex nonprofit sector and secures internship and placement opportunities with many 
nonprofit organizations. 

 
 
Nonprofit New York 
 
Nonprofit New York is a membership-based organization that works to strengthen and unite the 
nonprofit sector in the New York City area, including all five boroughs, Long Island, and Westchester. 
Nonprofit New York’s work engages over 2,700 organizations through its capacity building work, 
providing members services to over 1,100 organizations and mobilizing close to 1,000 organizations 
through advocacy campaigns annually. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://marxe.baruch.cuny.edu/centers-and-institutes/center-for-nonprofit-strategy-and-management-cnsm/
https://www.nonprofitnewyork.org/
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New York Nonprofit Data Project 

CNSM publishes regular reports on the size and scope of the nonprofit sector in New York City, New 
York State and Metropolitan Statistical Area (NYSMA -- includes NYC and surrounding counties in CT, 
NJ, NY, and PA). 

The goal of the project is to provide policymakers, workers in the nonprofit sector, and the general 
public an accurate picture of how many registered nonprofits there are in New York, where they are 
based, what fields they work in, and what income and assets are. 

The reports are based on publicly available nation-wide data, primarily from the Internal Revenue 
Service (IRS), that has been disaggregated for the New York area. The technical notes at the end of this 
report give details of the data sources and explain the acronyms and terminology used in the Table and 
Figures. 

 
For additional data reports and information about other CNSM reports and projects, see: 
https://marxe.baruch.cuny.edu/centers-and-institutes/center-for-nonprofit-strategy-and-
management-cnsm/  
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 How Many Nonprofits Are There in New York City? 

 
 
Total Registered Nonprofits 
46,214 (all 501c) 
 
 

2019 New York City Nonprofits at a Glance 
47% of all nonprofits registered in the five 
boroughs are located in Manhattan. Brooklyn 
houses the second most number with 29% of all 
registered nonprofits.  
 
76% of all nonprofit revenue generated in New 
York City is attributed to Manhattan with a total 
over $214 billion. The major part of that revenue 
is generated by health care facilities and 
educational institutions located in Manhattan.  
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2019 New York Nonprofits by Income 1  
53% of all nonprofits do not report income (see Footnote 1) and 17% reported an annual income of 
less than $100,000. 
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2019 New York Nonprofits by NTEE Major Groups 2 
Classified by NTEE Major Groups, 22% of registered organizations are Public and Societal Benefit 
related, 21% are Human Services related, and 20% are Religion related. 
 
Health related organizations reported the highest total income of all NTEE major groups at $87 billion. 
This is followed by Education related organizations at $47 billion.  
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2019 Nonprofits by Service  
or Interest Field 
Religion related and Spiritual 
Development nonprofit organizations 
make up 20% of registered 
organizations in NYC. Philanthropy, 
Voluntarism and Grant making 
Foundations make up 15% of 
registered organizations. 13% of 
organizations are Art, Culture, and 
Humanities related.  
 
Health and Rehabilitative 
organizations reported the highest 
total income of all service/interest 
fields, earning $81.7 billion during 
2019. Educational institutions and 
related activity nonprofits followed, 
reporting $47.6 billion in total income. 
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The Undercount of Nonprofit Activities in NYC 
In addition to the nonprofit organizations registered with the IRS documented in this report, 
there also is a wider universe of “under the radar” nonprofit organizations and activities. There 
are no firm estimates of the scope of these activities, but Table 6 indicates the categories that 
could be included in an undercount of nonprofits in NYC. 
 

Table 6: Undercounts of Nonprofits in NYC 
 

CHARACTERISTICS OF THE ORGANIZATIONS 

 

EXAMPLES/TYPES OF ORGANIZATIONS 

WITHIN THIS TYPE OF UNDERCOUNT 

 

POSSIBLE ESTIMATES 

 
STATE INCORPORATED BUT NOT IRS REGISTERED 

 

 Have statutory/ strategic reasons for non-IRS 

registration 

 Presumed to be tax-exempt without formally 

registering 

 

 Religious Congregations 

 Qualified retirement plans 

 Political Committees 

 Homeowners Associations 

 

 No estimates for NYC available 

 On the Indiana state registry in 2005, of the  

approximately 54,000 nonprofits, 16,819 were 

state incorporated but not IRS registered1 

 

GRASSROOTS 

 

 Small and informal in nature 

 Locally based 

 Autonomous groups 

 Typically volunteer-led 

 Mutual Aid Disaster Relief 

Organizations 

 Brooklyn Anti-Gentrification Network 

(BAN) 

 Chinatown Art Brigade 

 

 No estimates for NYC available 

 Estimates for grassroots associations per 

1,000 population from community studies 

show figure range  from 29 per 1,000 to 100 
per 1,000 for nine communities studied2 

 

 

FISCAL SPONSORSHIP 

 

 Primarily small entrepreneurial projects that operate 

under the umbrella of a registered 501(c)(3) that 

provides legal home and tax exemption 

 Pay a fee or percentage of income for sponsorship 

benefits (i.e., legal coverage, accounting support, 

etc.)  

Sponsorship organizations include: 

 New York Foundation for the Arts 

 Jewish Communal Fund 

 Fractured Atlas 

 Women Make Movies 

 

 

 

 There are some 30 organizations that actively 

offer fiscal sponsorship in New York City.3   

 Many focus on support of arts and culture 

practitioners. 

 The 11 organizations that provide on their 

websites full details of their activities identify 

a total of 1,774 sponsored projects. 
 

 

CROWDSOURCING, CROWDFUNDING AND VIRTUAL ORGANIZATION PLATFORMS 

 

 Opened up new opportunities to mobilize individuals 

and resources  

 Fundraising tool for grassroots projects, mutual aid 

organizations and other mission driven projects 

 Mobilizes online community to assemble online or in-

person based on similar interests 

 Kickstarter.com 

 Gofundme.com 

 Meetup.com 

 Indiegogo.com 
[Note: organizations that fundraise through 

online platforms but are also registered as a 
501c are already included in the official 

counts of nonprofits in NYC] 

 No estimates for NYC available 

                                                      
1 Grønbjerg, K. A., Liu, H. K., & Pollak, T. H. (2010). Incorporated but Not IRS-Registered: Exploring the (Dark) Grey Fringes of the Nonprofit Universe. Nonprofit and 
Voluntary Sector Quarterly, 39(5), 925–945. p. 931. https://doi.org/10.1177/0899764009342898. 
2 Smith, D. H. (1997). The Rest of the Nonprofit Sector: Grassroots Associations as the Dark Matter Ignored in Prevailing “Flat Earth” Maps of the Sector. Nonprofit 
and Voluntary Sector Quarterly, 26(2), 114–131, p. 118 https://doi.org/10.1177/0899764097262002  
3 New York | Fiscal Sponsor Directory. (n.d.). Retrieved April 13, 2021, from https://fiscalsponsordirectory.org/?page_id=819  

https://doi.org/10.1177/0899764009342898
https://doi.org/10.1177/0899764097262002
https://fiscalsponsordirectory.org/?page_id=819
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2016 Location of NYC Nonprofits by Income Levels 
 

 
 

2016 Location of NYC Nonprofits by Service or Interest Field 
 

 
 

 
NOTE: The locations indicated on these maps are those provided to the IRS. In most cases, they represent the main/head 
office of an organization but may also be the address of a legal representative, or a P.O Box. (Nonprofits with P.O Box 
addresses are not included in the maps). Only one address is provided for all organizations, so the given location does not 
represent the full scope of the service delivery by multi-site organizations. The IRS, following post office conventions, gives 
addresses by borough (county) for The Bronx (Bronx County), Brooklyn (Kings County), Manhattan (New York County) and 
Staten Island (Richmond County), but by neighborhoods in Queens. Some of the nonprofits with locations in Queens may 
have been misattributed to another part of NYC or the NY metropolitan area. 

https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=1E8vE-8BMJ-pFh0y2tK8HxvZ6r6csnh6J&ll=0%2C0&z=10
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=1hK8Oy6vc1ZAWk5YYUXQZuoqFI9SY42Ma&ll=40.71072594099316%2C-73.9747869&z=10
https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/viewer?mid=1E8vE-8BMJ-pFh0y2tK8HxvZ6r6csnh6J&ll=40.71011713962311,-74.0688806&z=10
https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/viewer?mid=1hK8Oy6vc1ZAWk5YYUXQZuoqFI9SY42Ma&ll=0,0&z=10
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Recent Reports and Key Websites 

The Economic Impact of NYC Nonprofit Organizations, July 2020, NYC Comptroller and Nonprofit New 

York https://comptroller.nyc.gov/wp-content/uploads/documents/NYC_Nonprofit_Organizations.pdf  

Nonprofit New York (the association of nonprofit organizations in NYC): 

https://www.nonprofitnewyork.org/  

NYC Nonprofits (City Portal for nonprofits): https://www1.nyc.gov/site/nonprofits/index.page 

For reports on New York City nonprofits by Baruch-Marxe faculty, including the Executive Outlook 

Surveys and a study of International NGOs in NYC, see the appropriate area of CNSM webpage: 

https://marxe.baruch.cuny.edu/centers-and-institutes/center-for-nonprofit-strategy-and-

management-cnsm/  

NYC Data Site, Baruch College Weismann Center for International Business (ata on NYC population, 

economy, culture and governance):  https://baruch.cuny.edu/nycdata/  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://comptroller.nyc.gov/wp-content/uploads/documents/NYC_Nonprofit_Organizations.pdf
https://www.nonprofitnewyork.org/
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/nonprofits/index.page
https://marxe.baruch.cuny.edu/centers-and-institutes/center-for-nonprofit-strategy-and-management-cnsm/
https://marxe.baruch.cuny.edu/centers-and-institutes/center-for-nonprofit-strategy-and-management-cnsm/
https://baruch.cuny.edu/nycdata/
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Notes and Sources 
 
Endnotes 
 

1. 501(c) organizations with an annual income of less than $50,000 and many religious 
organizations are not required to report annual incomes. In the income Tables and Figures they 
are identified as Did Not Report Income. For more details of the nonprofits in each income 
bracket see the maps linked on page 11. 
 

2. The NTEE (National Taxonomy of Exempt Entities) is used by the IRS and National Centre for 
Charitable Statistics to classify the activities of nonprofit organizations. For full descriptions of 
the codes, see: https://nccs.urban.org/publication/irs-activity-codes.  

 
Sources 
 
The data in this report have been extracted from the national IRS Exempt Organizations Business 
Master File, which provides public access to the information reported to the IRS by nonprofit 
organizations in their annual tax returns (Form 990 or equivalent). The accuracy of the data depends 
on the reporting to the IRS and on the machine-read extraction and publication. The data are a good 
indicator of the size, location and work of New York nonprofits, but not a 100% accurate 
documentation. The data in the Tables and Figures are from November 2019; the data in the maps are 
from 2016. 
 
Data include all tax-exempt 501c organizations. 
See: IRS publication 557 Tax-Exempt Status for Your Organization [PDF] and Wikipedia’s 501c page  
 
There are numerous other sources for statistics and financial data about nonprofit organizations, based 
on data gathered from the tax returns (Form 990) and other published sources. These include: 

 501c3lookup.org 

 American Institute of Philanthropy 

 BBB Wise Giving Alliance 

 Charity Navigator 

 Guidestar 

 NYS Attorney General Charities Bureau Registry Search 

 NYCharities.org 

 New York Data Bases (Tax Exempt Organizations) 

 ProPublica Nonprofit Explorer 

 Urban Institute, National Center for Charitable Statistics (NCCS) 
 
 

 

https://nccs.urban.org/publication/irs-activity-codes
https://www.irs.gov/charities-non-profits/exempt-organizations-business-master-file-extract-eo-bmf
https://www.irs.gov/charities-non-profits/exempt-organizations-business-master-file-extract-eo-bmf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p557.pdf
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/501(c)_organization
https://501c3lookup.org/
https://www.charitywatch.org/
https://give.org/
https://www.charitynavigator.org/
https://www.guidestar.org/
https://www.charitiesnys.com/RegistrySearch/search_charities.jsp
http://www.nycharities.org/
http://rochester.nydatabases.com/database/tax-exempt-organizations-new-york
https://projects.propublica.org/nonprofits/
https://nccs.urban.org/

